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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee, 

Colwyn  Bay  Corporation. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  for  1966. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  of 
24,170  shows  an  increase  of  260  persons  living  in  the  Borough 
compared  with  1965.  The  corrected  birth  rate  for  1966  is  approx- 
imately the  same  as  for  the  previous  year,  but  the  death  rate  shows 
an  increase  of  1 .03  per  1 ,000  population.  The  total  number  of  live 
births  is  281,  which  is  exactly  the  same  number  as  in  1965.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  for  1966  is  471  compared  with  417  during 
1965.  This  natural  decrease  in  the  population  is  due,  of  course, 
to  the  relatively  large  number  of  persons  over  the  age  of  65  residing 
in  the  Borough.  The  real  increase,  therefore,  in  the  population 
must  be  due  to  migrants  into  the  area. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  very  low  at  7.1  per  1,000  live  births. 
During  1965  it  was  10.6  and  during  1964  19.10.  This  is  a very 
favourable  trend.  The  neo-natal  mortality  rate  is  7.1  per  1,000 
live  births  compared  with  7.11  for  1965  and  15.90  for  1964. 

The  vital  statistics  therefore  are  good  and  indicate  that  the  public 
health  has  been  maintained. 

The  Health  Department  situated  in  Colwyn  Bay  remains  unique 
in  North  Wales,  both  in  the  successful  integration  of  the  environ- 
mental services  with  those  of  the  personal  health  services,  along 
with  the  area  administrative  pattern  that  has  been  carefully  conceived 
and  established  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  through  the  years. 
The  handing  over  of  day  to  day  administration  of  County  functions 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  situated  in  Colwyn  Bay  enables 
a comprehensive  team  to  align  and  swiftly  apply  the  services  when 
needed  to  the  local  conditions  which  prevail  within  the  area.  This, 
I feel  sure,  will  set  the  pattern  for  the  future  when  the  proposed 
reorganisation  of  local  government  and  amalagamation  of  districts 
and  County  Councils  comes  to  pass.  This  establishment  is  of  great 
advantage  to  the  communities  of  the  districts  in  that  tedious,  cumber- 
some and  often  inefficient  lines  of  communication  between  the 
district  offices  and  centre  of  County  administration  are  replaced 
by  a self-contained  unit  better  able  to  manage  its  own  day  to  day 
problems. 

As  one  example,  I would  refer  to  the  dysentry  outbreak  which 
occurred  in  one  of  the  Old  Colwyn  Schools  during  June  and  July, 
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1966.  This  turned  out  to  be  a “typical  exercise”  in  environmental 
health  and  illustrates  the  value  of  co-ordination  between  the  district 
and  County  Health  Services.  A total  of  416  persons  were  involved 
in  this  outbreak,  the  majority  of  them  schoolchildren,  and  the  work 
involved  a total  of  411  visits  by  officers  of  the  Colwyn  Bay  Health 
Department.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  a total  of  280 
visits  and  131  visits  were  made  by  Health  Visitors.  This  involved 
the  taking  of  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  and  in  all 
a total  of  900  such  specimens  were  obtained.  In  addition,  the 
contacts  of  all  cases  had  to  be  traced  and  screened.  The  School 
Health  Visitor  concerned  was  able  to  maintain  daily  contact  with 
the  school  and  give  advice  as  necessary  and  also  keep  certain  families 
under  almost  daily  surveillance,  supported  by  the  specialised 
knowledge  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  That  this  relatively 
large  outbreak  occurred  in  a seaside  town  during  the  season  was 
of  some  significance,  but  due  to  the  fact  that  sufficient  specialised 
personnel  could  be  put  into  the  field  at  the  optimum  moment  under 
the  general  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  in  his  dual  role  as 
District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer,  it 
did  not  become  necessary  to  close  the  school  and  the  outbreak 
remained  confined  to  one  relatively  small  area  of  the  town. 

Another  feature  which  is  advantageous  to  the  community  health 
is  the  close  liaison  and  mutual  co-operation  between  the  Housing 
and  Health  Departments,  not  only  at  officer  level,  but  also  between 
the  respective  Committees,  and  I am  grateful  to  the  Chairman, 
members  and  officers  of  the  Housing  Committee  for  their  interest 
and  foresight  in  helping  to  maintain  the  health  of  the  residents 
of  Colwyn  Bay.  In  this  respect,  the  three  Warden-controlled 
estates  for  elderly  people  situated  at  Tan  Lan,  Kennedy  Court 
and  Minafon  respectively  have  enabled  a number  of  aged  residents 
of  this  Borough  to  be  maintained  within  the  community  with 
dignity  and  participation,  whereas  otherwise  the  only  recourse  for 
many  of  them  would  have  been  mental  and  social  breakdown,  or 
at  its  best  to  enter  an  institution,  perhaps  unwillingly.  The  placing 
of  the  Wardens  as  members  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
staff  reinforces  the  already  strong  link  between  housing  and  health 
in  Colwyn  Bay. 

Further  significant  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in 
enforcing  the  required  standards  for  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 
There  are  many  such  premises  in  Colwyn  Bay  and  the  policy  for- 
mulated by  the  joint  meeting  between  the  Housing  and  Health 
Committees  to  allocate  priority  rehousing  on  a phased  programme 
has  considerably  eased  what  appeared  to  be  a very  difficult  problem. 

Work  among  the  elderly  in  Colwyn  Bay  continues  with  the 
co-ordinated  efforts  of  the  Health  Department  and  the  voluntary 
organisations.  An  up-to-date  register  of  needy  aged  persons  is 
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maintained  in  the  Health  Department  and  a team  of  voluntary 
workers,  supported  by  professional  staff  of  the  County  and  District 
Health  Department,  give  almost  daily  service  to  a relatively  large 
number  of  aged  persons  who,  without  this  help,  would  be  unable 
to  live  an  “independent”  life  in  the  community. 

With  regard  to  the  younger  people  of  Colwyn  Bay,  the  special 
problems  of  the  school  child  are  provided  for  by  the  School  Health 
Service,  Child  Guidance  Service  and  Children’s  Department  of  the 
County  Council,  whilst  the  adolescents  and  young  adults  appear 
to  form  a relatively  stable  group  within  the  community.  There 
are  no  recorded  cases  of  drug  taking,  adherence  to  strange  cults 
or  creeds,  nor  is  there  a significant  number  of  sufferers  from  venereal 
disease  in  this  age  group.  A pleasing  feature,  however,  is  the 
large  numbers  of  young  people  who  have  offered  their  help  to  my 
Department  in  caring  for  the  aged.  Regularly,  schoolchildren, 
students  of  the  Technical  College  and  members  of  young  people’s 
organisations  spend  a significant  part  of  their  free  time,  including 
weekends,  in  visiting  and  doing  odd  jobs  for  the  less  fortunate 
elderly  people.  This  trend  is  a very  gratifying  one. 

In  conclusion,  Madam  Chairman,  I thank  you  and  the  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  help,  advice  and  guidance  during 
the  year.  I express  my  appreciation  to  my  fellow  officers  of  the 
Colwyn  Bay  Corporation.  I am  grateful  also  to  Mrs.  Storrs 
and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  support 
during  the  year,  and  also  to  Mr.  Pattinson  and  his  staff  for  their 
loyalty  and  work  during  the  year. 

Yours  sincerely, 

FREDERICK  P.  PEACH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

The  Civic  Centre, 

Colwyn  Bay. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough  (acres)  7,124 

Census,  1961  23,283 

Registrar-General’s  estimated  population  (mid- 1966)  24,170 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  (31.3.66)  9,034 

Rateable  Value  (31.3.66)  £1,041,586 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £3,962 

Live  Births: 

Male  Female  Total 

Total  134  147  281 

Legitimate  122  135  257 

Illegitimate  12  12  24 

Comparability  factor  for  births  — 1.32 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

(a)  Crude  11.62 

(b)  Corrected  15.33 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  of  total  live  births  8.5 

Still-Births:  2 male  and  4 female  (all  legitimate)  ....  6 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  still-  and  live-births  ....  20.9 

Infant  Deaths: 

Under  1 year  of  age  0 male  2 females 

Under  4 weeks  of  age  0 male  2 females 

Under  1 week  of  age  0 male  2 females 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

(a)  Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  ...  7.1 

(b)  Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  7.7 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rates: 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births  7.1 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate: 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live  births  17. 
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Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate: 


Still-births  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 

1,000  total  live-  and  still-births  27.8 

Maternal  Mortality  Nil 


Deaths : 

Deaths  

Comparability  factor  for  deaths 
Death  rate  per  1 ,000  population : 

(a)  Crude  

(b)  Corrected  


Male  Female 
205  266 


Total 

471 

0.59 

19.48 

11.49 


Causes  and  ages  of  death. 


Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  (471),  299  were  due  to  diseases 
of  the  cardiovascular  system.  The  single  largest  cause  of  death 
was  from  coronary  heart  disease,  which  claimed  109  victims.  The 
majority  of  deaths  from  cardiovascular  disease  occurred  in  the 
age  group  75  and  over  years.  58  persons  died  from  malignant 
disease  during  the  year,  of  which  the  single  largest  specific  cause 
was  from  cancer  of  the  breast,  followed  closely  by  cancer  of  the 
lung  and  bronchus,  from  which  condition  there  were  13  deaths. 


The  following  table  shows  the  chief  statistics  for  the  past  8 years: 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

Population  

21730 

21640 

22010 

22400 

22500 

23490 

23910 

24170 

Birth  Rate: 

(a)  Crude 

(b)  Corrected 

11.90 

14.40 

12.60 

14.70 

13.60 

16.40 

12.80 

15.50 

13.80 

18.20 

13.36 

17.63 

11.75 

15.51 

11.62 

15.33 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  

30.70 

14.50 

26.60 

10.50 

9.60 

19.10 

10.60 

7.1 

Still-birth  Rate 

0.27 

0.18 

0.04 

0.35 

9.50 

6.30 

27.67 

20.90 

Death  Rate: 

(a)  Crude 

( b ) Corrected 

21.40 

13.40 

19.10 

12.20 

19.40 

12.40 

19.50 

12.60 

19.10 

11.60 

17.70 

10.78 

17.44 

10.46 

19.48 

11.49 
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The  Ages  at  which  death  occurred  were: 


Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

0-  1 

0 

2 

1 - 4 

1 

1 

5-  9 

1 

2 

10-14 

0 

0 

15-24 

1 

0 

25-34 

2 

0 

35-44 

5 

1 

45  - 54 

6 

9 

55-64 

34 

27 

65  and  over 

158 

223 

TOTAL 

208 

265  — 473 

The  Registrar-General’s  figures  were  205  males  and  266  females 
— a total  of  471. 


Of  the  two  deaths  recorded  in  the  0-1  year  age  group,  one  (1  hour 
old)  was  premature  and  the  other  (4  days  old)  had  a congenital 
heart  condition.  2 children  died  between  the  ages  of  1 and  4, 
both  from  relatively  rare  conditions  which  were  congenitally 
acquired.  Of  the  3 children  in  the  5-9  age  group,  2 died  from  cere- 
bral tumour  and  one  from  nephrocalcerrosis,  this  condition  being 
characterised  by  calcification  of  vital  tissue  in  the  kidneys. 


The  causes  and  ages  of  death  are  shown  on  the  following  table : 


Ages 

n 

o 

>> 


Cause  of  Death 


— 


u 

6 

T3 

a 

s 


vi  vi  <r>  v>  v>  v> 

N n t vi  \o  r~ 


9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm, 

stomach  

1 1 . Malignant  Neoplasm, 

lung,  bronchus  

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm, 

breast  

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymph- 

atic neoplasms  ......  

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 


16.  Diabetes 


17.  Vascular  lesions  ot  nervous 

system  _ 

18.  Coronary  disease. 

Angina  _ 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart 

disease  

20.  Other  heart  disease  


21.  Other  circulatory  disease 


22.  Influenza 
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Ages 


Cause  of  Death 


23.  Pneumonia  M 

F 

24.  Bronchitis  M 

F 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo-  M 

denum  F 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  M 

Diarrhoea  F 

29.  Hyperplacia  of  Prostate  M 

31.  Congenital  malformations  M 

F 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  M 

diseases  ' ......  F 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  M 

F 

34.  All  other  accidents  M 

F 

35.  Suicide  M 

F 

Total  All  Causes  M 

F 

Combined  total  


JS  S o 


| Total  all 

| Under  4 

V 

£ 

| 1 year 

| 5 years 

| 15  years 

| 25  years 

| 35  years 

j 45  years 

| 55  years 

| r>5  years 

(2 

Cl 

<o 

>» 

•n 

r- 

4 

1 

3 

9 

3 

6 

14 

1 

3 

10 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

3 

17 

1 

1 

2 

3 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

l 

6 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

>05 

>66 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

5 

6 

9 

34 

29 

52 

46 

m 

176 

471 
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The  Manager  of  the  CoTwyn  Bay  Labour  Exchange  has  very 
kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  figures  showing  the  state 


of  unemployment  during  1966: 

Men 

Women 

Total 

14.6.65  

168 

13 

181 

6.12.65  

237 

25 

262 

13.6.66  

189 

16 

205 

10.9.66  

186 

22 

208 

12.12.66  

396 

86 

482 

Unemployment  has  increased  in  recent  months,  so  I have  included 
a larger  number  of  monthly  unemployment  figures  on  this  occasion. 
These  refer  to  persons  aged  18  and  over. 

The  total  insured  population  as  at  July,  1965,  was: 

Males  — 6,311  Females  — 4,437  Total  — 10,740 

The  latter  figures  relate  to  persons  aged  15  years  and  over,  and 
include  all  engaged  in  Class  I and  II  occupations. 

0 Signed ) A.  C.  STEPHENS  Manager? 

PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Kinglsey  Smith  and  his  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  for  their  ready  assistance  and  advice 
during  the  year.  1,912  specimens  were  examined  by  the  Labor- 
atory during  the  year  and  details  and  sources  of  these  specimens 
are  indicated  in  the  table  below: 


Ice  Nose  and 

Water  Milk  Cream  Throat  Faeces  Miscel- 
Samples  Samples  Samples  Swabs  Specimens  laneous  Total 


Health  Department 
Penrhos  College 
Rydal  School 
Medical  Practitioners 


55  49  140  — 

— — — 112 

_ __  _ 64 


1170  77  1491 

33  2 147 

3—67 
92  114  207 


Therapeutic  and  Prophylactic  Agents 

In  addition  to  carrying  out  bacteriological  and  virological 
examinations  of  human  material  and  foodstuffs,  the  Public  Health 
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Laboratory  make  available  to  Local  Authority  Health  Departments, 
General  Practitioners  and  the  Hospital  Service,  the  following: 

*Smallpox  vaccine,  lymph,  gamma  globulin  are  stocked  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 

Typhus  vaccine,  rabies  vaccine  and  anthrax  vaccine  for  prophyl- 
actic use  only,  are  held  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
126  Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool  3 (Tel.  No.  Royal  3636). 

Anthrax  vaccine  for  therapeutic  use  is  held  at  Fazakerley  Hospital, 
Liverpool  (Tel.  No.  Aintree  2324)  and  there  is  a 24-hour  service. 

Snake  anti-venum  and  also  Botulinum  anti-serum  is  held  at  the 
C.  & A.  Hospital,  Bangor  (Tel.  No.  3321)  and  there  is  a 24-hour 
service. 

Anti-vaccine  for  tropical  snakes  is  held  only  at  The  Dispensary, 
Royal  South  Hants,  and  Southampton  Hospital,  Southampton 
(Tel.  No.  Southampton  26211)  and  there  is  a 24-hour  service. 

Anti-yellow  fever  vaccine  is  obtainable  at  the  Regional  Blood 
Transfusion  Centre,  Halton  Gardens,  Liverpool  (Tel.  No. 
Central  8433)  and  inoculations  are  given  by  appointment  only. 

Anti-cholera,  anti-tetanus  and  whooping  cough  vaccine  must  be 
obtained  through  the  usual  trade  channels. 

*Note  — From  \2th  June , 1967,  Smallpox  vaccine  is  only  supplied  by 
the  Health  Department , Civic  Centre , Colwyn  Bay  (Tel. 
No.  55271)  and  application  should  be  made  direct. 

Pathological  and  Biochemical 

Doctors  send  specimens  from  patients  direct  to  the  Laboratories 
of  the  Clwyd  and  Deeside  Hospital  Board  at  Colwyn  Bay  and  Rhyl. 
This  service  is  essentially  meant  to  help  in  the  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment of  sick  persons,  but  of  course  correct  diagnosis  can  have  a 
considerable  influence  on  prevention  of  spread  to  other  persons. 


Water. 

Water  comes  to  Colwyn  Bay  from  the  upland  gathering  ground 
in  Caernarvonshire.  It  collects  in  the  ample  reservoir  at  Cowlyd 
and  gravitates  through  decompression  tanks  and  chlorination,  etc. 
plant  to  the  main  parts  of  the  town.  “Boosting”  is  necessary  to 
re-raise  it  to  the  higher  areas. 
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The  water  supply  is  not  only  abundant  at  all  times  but  it  is  satis- 
factory in  quality.  In  its  natural  state,  it  is  very  soft  and  tends  to 
be  plumbo-solvent,  so  alkali  is  added. 

Chemical. 

The  chemical  analysis  indicates  a satisfactory  chemical  content 
for  “pure”  water.  The  fluoride  content  at  less  than  0.10  p.p.m. 
is  relatively  low. 

Analysis  of  Sample  of  Water  taken  from  the 
Civic  Centre,  Colwyn  Bay,  14.7.65 

Appearance  Clear  and  Colourless 

Odour  Nil 

Reaction,  pH  6.30 

p.p.m. 

Total  solids  34.00 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia  0.00 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  0.00 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  0.00 

Chlorides,  as  Cl  9.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at  27 
degree  C.  1.60 

Total  hardness  8.00 

Temporary  hardness  8.00 

Permanent  hardness  0.00 

Alkalinity  12.00 

Free  Chlorine  Nil 

Potassium,  as  K 0.40 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  — 

Manganese,  as  Mn  — 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates  — 

Poisonous  metals  Nil 

Opinion : 

The  chemical  condition  of  this  water  is  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  RUDDOCK  & SHERRATT, 
Public  Analyst, 

Flag  Lane,  Warrington. 
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Bacteriological. 

Periodic  samples  of  mains  water  from  within  the  Borough  are 
taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  bacteriological  examin- 
ation. During  1966,  55  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Conway.  There  are  a small  number  of  private 
water  supplies  within  the  Borough.  In  some  instances,  samples 
obtained  from  these  sources  were  found  to  be  contaminated.  In 
these  cases  action  was  initiated  to  persuade  the  owners  to  lay  on 
mains  water  supply  where  practicable,  or  alternatively  to  introduce 
a local  filtration  system. 

Reference  was  made  in  my  last  report,  1965,  to  a significant 
number  of  water  samples  from  the  Rhos  Paddling  Pool  being 
unsatisfactory.  The  scheduled  installation  of  a filtration  and 
chlorination  plant  to  this  Pool  should  ensure  that  the  water  is  of 
the  required  standard  of  purity  during  the  forthcoming  season 
and  will  undoubtedly  make  this  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  Paddling 
Pools  in  the  country. 

With  regard  to  the  Rhos  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool,  re-modern- 
isation of  the  filtration  and  chlorination  plant,  as  is  proposed, 
should  likewise  ensure  the  swimming  bath  water  complying  with  the 
necessary  standards  of  bacteriological  purity. 

Chlorine  Test. 

Chlorine  is  added  to  all  mains  water  before  it  reaches  the 
consumer.  This  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  harmful  organisms 
cannot  survive.  The  staff  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  carry  out 
periodic  examinations  of  tap  water  in  the  Borough  to  record  the 
presence  of  residual  chlorine. 
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Supply. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Campbell,  B.Sc.,  A.M.I.C.E., 
A.M.I.W.E.,  Engineer  to  the  Conway  Valley  Water  Board,  for  the 
following  information: 


RAINFALL 


Month 


Inches 


No.  of  days 
with  0.01  ins. 
or  more 


January  

7.21  

13 

February  

14.36  

21 

March  

6.93  

14 

April 

8.47  

15 

May 

6.51  

12 

June  

8.09  

18 

July  

5.67  

13 

August  

6.83  

11 

September 

8.77  

11 

October 

7.87 

20 

November 

6.22  

20 

December  

14.74  

24 

101.67  192 
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CONSUMPTION 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


gallons 

45.415.000 

42.448.000 

47.895.000 

47.760.000 

52.142.000 

51.210.000 

53.661.000 

56.172.000 

53.670.000 

53.940.000 

52.080.000 

52.607.000 


609,000,000 


(Signed)  J.  M.  CAMPBELL, 

Engineer  and  Manager. 


Milk. 

Only  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  tested  or  sterilised  milk  is  sold  in 
Colwyn  Bay.  Milk  is  tested  (a)  at  its  source  in  the  farm  and  at  the 
Collection  Stations  by  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector,  and 
(b)  on  delivery  to  the  consumer  by  the  Colwyn  Bay  Public  Health 
Inspector.  Samples  are  tested  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Conway. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  Ambulance  Service  in  Colwyn  Bay  consists  of  professional 
and  voluntary  personnel.  There  are  now  four  professional  ambul- 
ancemen, and  they  are  supported  by  voluntary  ambulance  men 
from  the  Colwyn  Bay  Voluntary  Ambulance  Corps.  There  are 
now  four  County  vehicles  and  two  Corps  vehicles  ready  and  available 
at  all  times  to  meet  any  emergency  case. 
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During  the  year,  12,584  patients  were  carried  from  the  Colwyn 
Bay  area.  This  shows  a decrease  of  89  on  last  year,  due  to  the 
liaison  work  done  by  my  staff  with  the  Hospital  Authorities  and 
General  Practitioners  in  discriminating  and  scrutinising  the  type 
of  patient  who  really  needed  Ambulance  transport.  The  number 
of  journeys  also  decreased.  Only  4,120  journeys  were  made, 
showing  a decrease  of  258  on  the  previous  year.  The  mileage, 
however,  increased  by  11,130  miles,  making  a total  of  103,569  miles 
travelled  during  the  year.  The  increase  in  mileage  is  mainly  due 
to  more  patients  receiving  specialised  treatment  at  Liverpool  and 
Manchester;  also  more  casualties  had  to  be  taken  through  to  the 
Accident  Unit  at  Rhyl  during  certain  periods  of  the  year. 


For  the  first  time  ever,  the  “Islwyn  Challenge  Shield”  was  com- 
peted for  at  Eirias  Park  and  there  were  record  entries  for  this  event, 
which  was  of  a very  high  standard.  I must  here  give  my  praise  to 
the  work  put  into  this  event  by  my  staff,  also  to  the  Chief  Officer 
and  members  of  the  Colwyn  Bay  Voluntary  Ambulance  Corps  for 
the  support  they  gave  and  the  excellent  facilities  afforded  by  the 
Colwyn  Bay  Corporation  and  their  co-operation  in  making  the  event 
such  a success. 


During  the  year,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Ambulance  Service, 
Colwyn  Bay,  Mr.  D.  H.  Jones,  who  succeeded  Mr.  E.  Evans-Hughes 
at  the  Civic  Centre,  was  awarded  a Special  Certificate  at  the  Home 
Office  Civil  Defence  School,  Falfield,  for  his  studies  in  Ambulance 
and  First  Aid  in  connection  with  Civil  Defence.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  a “Special”  has  been  gained  in  North  Wales. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  D.  Hugh  Owens,  Chief  Inspector  to  the 
Denbighshire  County  Council  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  for 
the  following  information. 


It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Denbighshire  County  Council  is 
taking  part  in  a three-year  survey  to  determine  the  amount,  if  any, 
of  pesticidal  residues  in  foodstuffs.  Many  people  are  concerned 
at  the  variety  and  amount  of  synthetics  that  are  employed  in  the 
growing  of  foodstuffs.  Such  a survey  is  therefore  of  very  significant 
value. 

Particular  of  samples  taken  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  act,  in 
the  Borough  of  Colwyn  Bay,  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1966: 
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Article 

No. 

Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 
or 

Sub-Standard 

Milk  

43 

42 

1 

Butter  

1 

1 

— 

Cakes  

1 

1 

— 

Soup  

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  

2 

2 

— 

Polony  

1 

1 

— 

Cod  Fillet  

1 

■ 1 

— 

Frozen  Vegetables  

1 

1 

— 

Potatoes  

1 

1 

— 

Pears  

1 

1 

— 

Honey  

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  

3 

3 

— 

Ice  Lollies  

1 

1 

— 

Fresh  Cream  

1 

1 

— 

Milk  Pudding  

1 

1 

— 

Baby  Food  

2 

2 

— 

Soft  Drinks  

1 

1 

— 

Beer  

1 

1 

— 

Brandy  

1 

1 

— 

Gin  

1 

1 

— 

Port  (Type)  Wine  

.1 

1 

— 

Pep  Pills  

1 

1 

— 

Proprietory  Tablets  

1 

1 

— 

Vitamin  Tablets  

1 

1 

— 

Cough  Mixture  

1 

1 

— 

TOTALS  

71 

70 

1 
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As  will  be  observed  from  the  above  Table,  43  samples  of  milk 
and  28  samples  of  other  foods  and  drugs  were  taken  in  the  Borough 
of  Colwyn  Bay  during  the  year.  Only  one  sample  gave  cause  for 
complaint  and  this  concerned  a private  sample  of  milk  containing 
fragments  of  glass.  Owing  to  the  inconclusive  nature  of  the 
evidence  concerning  this  sample,  the  only  action  taken  was  that 
of  advising  and  cautioning  the  persons  concerned.  In  addition 
to  the  usual  tests  for  quality,  the  Public  Analyst  carries  out  further 
tests  for  the  presence  of  antibiotics  on  all  samples  of  “farm-bottled” 
milk.  All  such  tests  carried  out  during  the  year  proved  negative. 
There  was  no  trace  of  extraneous  water  in  any  of  the  milk  sampled. 
All  other  samples  of  food  were  certified  as  being  genuine  and  free 
from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 

Apart  from  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  27  samples 
of  milk  taken  from  Schools,  Institutions  and  Vending  Machines  in 
the  Borough  were  tested  at  the  Colwyn  Bay  Office  by  the  Inspectors 
with  a satisfactory  result  in  each  instance. 

(Signed)  D.  HUGH  OWENS, 

Chief  Inspector , 

County  of  Denbigh. 

17  Vicarage  Hill, 

Wrexham. 

24//?  April , 1967. 

CLINICS 


Clinics  are  held  as  follows: 

(a)  At  Colwyn  Bay  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road. 

Monday : Family  Planning. 

(This  is  provided  by  a voluntary  committee 
but  meets  in  the  Clinic  premises  and  co- 
ordinates its  work  with  other  work  of  the 
Health  Department). 

Tuesday : Child  Welfare  Clinic  — every  week  at 

2.0  p.m. 

Thursday : Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10.0  a.m.,  alternate 

weeks. 

Family  Planning  Clinic  — every  week,  from 

7.0  - 8.0  p.m. 


Saturday : Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  schoolchildren,  by 

appointment. 
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Chiropody  Clinics: 

These  are  held  at  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic  for  women  from  60 
years  of  age , men  from  65  years  of  age  or  handicapped 
persons.  Attendance  is  by  appointment  only  on  Monday 
afternoon , Wednesday , Thursday , and  Friday  each  week. 
Speech  Therapy  Clinics:  By  appointment. 

(b)  At  Llysfaen  Church  House. 

Monday'.  Child  Welfare  Clinic  — First  and  third 

Monday  each  month  from  2.0  - 4.0  p.m. 

(c)  At  Mochdre  Village  Hall. 

Monday:  Child  Welfare  Clinic  — Second  and  fourth 

Monday  each  month  from  2.0  - 4.0  p.m. 

(i d ) At  Church  House,  Elwy  Road,  Rhos-on-Sea. 

Tuesday : Child  Welfare  Clinic  Second  and  fourth 

Tuesday  each  month  from  10.30  a.m.  to 
12.0  noon. 

DAY  NURSERY 

There  is  no  day  nursery  in  the  town. 

IMMUNISATION 


Smallpox  Vaccinations. 

During  the  year  173  persons  received  primary  vaccination  against 
Smallpox  and  96  persons  were  re  vaccinated.  These  figures  are  an 
increase  on  the  previous  year,  1965,  when  139  persons  were  given 
primary  vaccination  and  23  persons  received  revaccination. 

Triple  Antigen  (Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough). 

206  children  received  primary  vaccination  with  this  agent  during 
1966,  whilst  133  children  received  booster  doses.  281  children  were 
given  primary  vaccination  against  diphtheria,  whilst  283  were  vac- 
cinated against  tetanus.  471  children  were  given  booster  doses 
against  diphtheria  and  325  against  tetanus. 

In  the  case  of  children  of  school  age,  the  whooping  cough  element 
is  not  given  and  the  children  are  vaccinated  or  revaccinated  with 
diphtheria  and  tetanus.  In  a minority  of  cases  certain  children 
are  given  diphtheria  alone.  This  accounts  for  the  greater  number 
of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  compared  with  those 
immunised  against  whooping  cough. 
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Poliomyelitis. 

334  persons  were  given  a primary  course  of  vaccinations  against 
poliomyelitis,  whilst  462  persons  were  given  booster  doses  of  this 
agent.  The  oral  (Sabin)  vaccine  was  used  in  all  vaccinations 
against  poliomyelitis,  and  there  is  a rise  in  the  number  of  persons 
receiving  this  agent  compared  with  1965,  when  313  persons  were 
given  primary  vaccination  and  443  received  booster  doses. 

Tuberculosis. 

A skin  test  (Mantoux  Test)  to  determine  whether  or  not  school- 
children  have  any  resistance  to  tuberculosis  was  offered  to  all 
children  born  in  1953  at  the  secondary  schools.  This  test  is  quite 
painless  and  completely  harmless.  365  children  were  so  tested 
and  291  were  found  to  have  no  resistance,  according  to  this  test,  to 
tuberculosis.  These  were  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination  and  280 
accepted  and  were  vaccinated  against  tuberculosis.  The  63  children 
who  were  found  to  be  positive  to  the  Mantoux  test  were  investigated, 
as  a positive  reaction  suggests  that  a person  has  been  exposed  to 
tuberculosis  germs  to  such  an  extent  that  his  system  reacts  to  the 
agent  used  in  the  aforementioned  test. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  in  1966: 


Cases 


Non-Pulmonary  T.B 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  T.B 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Pneumonia  

5 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerpural  Pyrexia  

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

6 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

. 51 

4 

33 

12 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

2 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

1 

Dysentery  

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

. 80 

5 

38 

20 

9 

2 

4 

2 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register: 

On  Register 
1.1.66  30.12.66 


Pulmonary: 

Male  35  30 

Female  23  21 

Non-Pulmonary: 

Male  4 7 

Female  6 8 

68  66 
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Dr.  Morrison  has  kindly  sent  me  the  following  report  on  the  work 


done  at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Colwyn  Bay: 

Attendances: 

Number  of  New  Patients  150 

Number  of  Old  Patients  542 

Patients  on  Clinic  Register: 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  102 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 25 

Number  of  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ....  6 

Total  Number  of  new  contacts  examined  31 

Number  of  X-rays  taken  657 

Number  of  B.C.G.  Vaccinations: 

Nurses  1 

Patients  32 


Number  of  Mantoux  Tests: 

Nurses 
Patients 

Number  of  positive  B.C.G.  Skin  Tests  29 

Number  of  positive  cases  on  Register  with  resistant 

bacilli  1 

Number  of  positive  cases  on  Register  during  year  ....  5 

Number  of  visits  by  Health  Visitor  to  Homes  723 

Number  of  Visits  by  Health  Visitor  to  patients  ....  745 

During  1966,  966  persons  were  examined  at  the  Mass  X-Ray 
Unit  which  was  stationed  at  the  St.  John’s  Methodist  Church, 
Colwyn  Bay,  every  third  Wednesday.  Most  of  those  who  attended 
came  privately  — a small  percentage  was  sent  by  medical  prac- 
titioners. 


22 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  1966. 

Yet  again  I have  to  make  reference  to  changes  in  the  personnel 
of  the  Department.  Mr.  Closs-Parry,  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector,  left  to  take  up  a new  appointment  in  August  after  only 
a short  stay  here.  Unfortunately,  the  vacancy  was  not  filled  until 
the  Spring  of  1967  and  consequently  there  had  arisen  quite  a backlog 
of  work,  especially  with  regard  to  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  inspections,  and  of  course  additional  work  for  Mr.  Griffith 
and  myself,  especially  over  meat  and  poultry  inspection. 

Mr.  Tew,  the  Refuse  Supervisor,  also  left  to  take  up  a similar 
appointment  elsewhere  and  this  vacancy  was  also  not  filled  for  some 
time,  which  added  to  our  burden  of  a reduced  staff. 

Mr.  H.  Squire  and  Mr.  H.  Jones  who  have  succeeded  to  the 
respective  positions  have  now  settled  down  and  I believe  that  as 
a team  we  will  quickly  resolve  the  many  problems  that  have  accumul- 
ated and  attend  to  much  of  the  work  that  has  had  to  be  neglected. 

The  work  in  the  field  of  food  hygiene  continued  unabated  and 
the  high  standard  established  has  generally  been  maintained.  More 
frequently,  I am  pleased  to  report,  the  owners  of  proposed  new 
food  trade  premises  are  discussing  our  requirements  prior  to  open- 
ing and  consequently  a better  standard  is  being  established  from 
the  outset  with  first  class  relations  between  the  inspectorate  and 
management. 

I would  still  like  to  see  it  mandatory  that  prior  approval  be  given 
to  all  new  food  premises  and  change  of  use  from  one  type  of  food 
business  to  another.  Further  that,  all  managements,  as  a condition 
of  employment,  have  all  personnel  medically  screened  before 
starting  work  and  periodically  screened  during  each  year,  especially 
after  resuming  work  after  holidays.  This  matter  has  been  discussed 
with  a number  of  managements  and  I am  encouraged  by  the  response 
although  as  yet  it  has  not  become  a practice  outside  of  the  various 
local  authority  controlled  premises. 

The  Abattoir  has  now  been  taken  over  by  a private  company 
on  a long-term  lease  which  should  ensure  that  locally  killed  meat 
which  has  always  been  of  the  highest  quality  will  still  be  available 
to  the  discerning  public  of  the  borough.  Within  the  terms  of  the 
lease  the  new  company  have  permitted  all  local  butchers  to  slaughter 
their  own  stock  without  restriction  and  a very  happy  relationship 
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has  been  established  between  the  various  local  butchers,  the  new 
company  and  the  wholesalers  who  are  continuing  to  operate  there. 
These  changes  have  unfortunately  not  meant  any  reduction  in  the 
number  of  hours  after  normal  time  and  at  weekends  that  I and  my 
staff  have  to  operate  with  regard  to  our  statutory  meat  inspection 
duties. 

Generally  a weekly  refuse  collection  service  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  This  has  become  a little  more  difficult  due 
to  the  problem  of  locating  sufficient  labour  to  offset  holidays  and 
sickness.  Also,  due  to  the  serious  breakdown  of  a number  of 
vehicles  and  the  ever  present  problem  of  getting  spare  parts  by 
return. 

I have,  regrettably,  to  report  that  there  occurred  a fatal  accident 
to  one  of  the  drivers  and  that  two  other  regular  active  members 
of  the  staff  also  passed  away,  all  at  one  weekend.  This  was 
a grievous  blow  to  the  department  and  1 must  commend  the  staff 
for  the  way  in  which  they  continued  to  maintain  the  service  during 
that  most  trying  time. 

Progress  is  inevitably  slow  in  lifting  the  standards  of  houses  in 
multiple  occupation  due  to  two  particular  factors.  Firstly,  that 
of  creating  space  to  provide  the  additional  facilities  and,  secondly, 
that  of  providing  means  of  escape  from  fire,  especially  in  adjoining 
houses  in  multi-occupation  under  different  ownership.  Nevertheless 
families  are  being  re-housed  and  undertakings  are  being  given  by 
owners  that  they  will  provide  these  additional  facilities  when  a family 
is  rehoused,  and  communicating  doors  instead  of  external  fire 
escapes  are  being  created. 

Steady  progress  is  being  made  towards  the  modernisation  of 
substandard  properties  throughout  the  borough.  This  is  rather 
difficult,  however,  in  the  Llysfaen  area,  especially  where  joint 
schemes  for  the  provision  of  drainage  have  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
various  owners  of  terraced  properties. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY 

Complaints  received  and  attended  to  1082 

No.  of  Nuisances  found  . 771 

No.  of  Houses  which  were  inspected  for  nuisances  435 

No.  of  Nuisances  abated  708 

No.  of  Nuisances  not  abated  but  work  in  hand  43 

No.  of  Re-visits  to  Nuisances,  work  in  progress,  etc 1 308 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  for  Nuisances  476 
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No.  of  Formal  Notices  and  Orders  served  for  Nuisances  0 

No.  of  Visits  to  Factories  with  mechanical  power  48 

No.  of  Visits  to  Factories  without  mechanical  power  40 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools  16 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Visits  331 

No.  of  Inspections  made  to  Dance  Halls,  Cinemas  and  other 

Places  of  Entertainment  63 

No.  of  Enquiries  re.  Infectious  Diseases  21 

No.  of  Visits  re.  Water  Supply  !. 28 

No.  of  Special  Housing  Inspections  57 

No.  of  Houses  in  multiple  occupation  52 

No.  of  Visits  re.  keeping  animals,  stables,  pigeons  132 

No.  of  Inspections  re.  Rats  and  Mice  569 

No.  of  Visits  to  Camping  Sites,  Caravans,  etc 128 

SANITARY  DEFECTS 

No.  of  Stopped  Drains  ......  204 

No.  of  Defective  Drains  46 

No.  of  Defective  or  Stopped  Septic  Tanks  or  Cesspools  32 

No.  of  Defective  W.C.  Cisterns  and  Fittings  8 

No.  of  Dirty  conditions  of  houses,  outhouses  and  yards  2 

No.  of  Defective  or  new  Inspection  Chambers  32 

No.  of  Defective  Sink  or  Waste  Pipes  1 5 

No.  of  Burst  Water  Pipes  .....:  ; 33 

No.  of  Defective  Roofs  — Houses  and  Outbuildings  31 

No.  of  Defective  Floors  and  Doors  in  Rooms  16 

No.  of  Defective  Paving  of  Yards  and  Outbuildings  1 

No.  of  Defective  Eaves  and  Downspouting  14 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  (outside)  73 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  (inside)  72 

No.  of  Accumulation  — manure  and  other  refuse 120 

No.  of  Dilapidated  Ashbins  3 

No.  of  Defective  Plastering  of  Walls  and  Ceilings  17 

No.  of  Damp  Conditions  in  Houses  44 

No.  of  Insufficient  or  unsatisfactory  Washing  accommodation  0 
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No.  of  New  pedestals  W.C.  «....  21 

No.  of  Choked  Road  Ditches  ......  11 

No.  of  Defective  Grates  2 

No.  of  Defective  Chimneys  ’ ......!  6 

No.  of  Defective  Window  Frames,  etc.  7 

No.  of  Drains  reconstructed  28 

No.  of  Sinks  discharging  to  surface  water  drain  1 1 

No.  of  Unsatisfactory  keeping  of  Animals  ’ 4 

No.  of  Houses  in  multiple  occupation  contraventions  68 

Nuisances  from  other  than  Dwellings : 

Shops,  Offices,  Garages  and  Miscellaneous  45 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

No  further  progress  has  been  possible  to  get  mains  water  to  the 
more  remote  properties  in  the  borough. 

More  progress  has  however  been  made  to  eliminate  standpipes 
in  the  older  parts  of  the  town  with  the  water  now  being  provided 
by  a tap  over  a sink.  Most  of  this  progress  occurs  when  the  pro- 
perties are  totally  modernised. 

Dwellings  without  Mains  supply  into  houses: 

Houses  supplied  by  wells  and  springs  15 

Houses  supplied  by  common  standpipes  16 

Houses  supplied  by  individual  standpipes  38 

69 


No.  of  Water  Samples: 


Bact. 

Chem. 

Sat. 

Unsatis 

Town  Mains  

4 

1 

5 

0 

Wells  and  Streams 

26 

0 

11 

15 
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DRAINAGE 


This  must  remain  a very  important  aspect  of  our  work  and  one 
which  demands  constant  attention. 

Surface  water,  or  natural  ground  water,  causing  annoyance  in 
and  about  properties,  is  still  one  of  our  most  difficult  problems; 
the  remedy  after  long  exhausting  testing  to  locate  the  source  is 
frequently  extremely  difficult  to  apply. 

I must  again  refer  to  the  septic  tank  method  of  the  disposal  of 
drain  effluents  as  more  properties  in  the  rural  area  are  modernised 
and  provided  with  full  facilities  because  too  often  the  occupiers 
are  now  using  detergents  instead  of  soap  products,  and  too  often 
to  excess,  consequently  destroying  the  bacterial  action  of  the  system 
to  deal  properly  with  the  effluents.  This  often  leads  to  bad  odours 
and  inadequately  treated  water  which  can  clog  up  natural  drainage 
causing  irritation  and  nuisance  to  neighbours. 


SURFACE  WATER  OUTFALL,  DRAINAGE 

Inspections  of  private  properties  for  sullage  water  gaining 

access  to  surface  water  drains  751 

Choked  drains  found  and  reported  by  Department  Operator  120 

Choked  drains  cleared  by  Department  Operator  73 

Defective  drains  reported  by  Department  Operator  3 

Drain  Tests  (a)  Colour  101 

(b)  Smoke  Tests  0 

(c)  Hydraulic  — new  drains 3 

Choked  or  defective  Septic  Tanks  or  Cesspools  inspected  1 8 

Burst  water  services  reported 8 

Choked  road  gullies  reported  ......  59 


DISINFECTION 


Dwellings  disinfected  — No.  of  rooms  7 

Infected  articles  to  Isolation  Hospital  3 

Infected  articles  destroyed  , 0 


DISINFESTATION 

Dwellings  disinfested  — No.  of  rooms  36 

Business  premises  disinfested  — No.  of  rooms  3 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  routine  inspections  and  surveys  of  all  properties  wherever 
rodents  may  be  expected  are  regularly  undertaken  and  treatment 
given  or  supervised.  Generally,  on  receipt  of  a complaint  or 
request  for  help,  an  immediate  inspection  is  made  and  the  trouble 
is  attended  to  without  delay. 


PEST  CONTROL 

Rabbits.  Very  few  complaints  were  received  this  year  and  the 
complainant  was  referred  to  the  appropriate  authority  dealing  with 
the  problem. 

Wasps  and  other  Insects.  Many  requests  were  received  for 
treatment  or  advice  in  dealing  with  a variety  of  insect  pests  in  homes 
and  gardens. 

Other  pests,  such  as  moles  and  wood-boring  beetles  require  more 
specialised  treatment  and  the  enquirer  is  referred  to  the  firm  who- 


undertakes  this  work. 

Rodent  Disinfestation 

Number  of  main  sewer  manholes  test-baited  312 

Number  of  main  sewer  manholes  poison  treatment  required  63 

Inspections  of  sewer  manholes  374 


Corporation  Estates 


Poison 


Manhole  and  Inspection  Chamber 

Test 

Baited 

Treatment 

required 

Number  inspected  and  treated  

811 

54 

No.  of  Properties  visited  and  treated 

Business  premises  

194 

Rats  131 

Mice  97 

Private  Dwellings  

163 

64 

47 

Agricultural  Properties  

98 

23 

11 

Number  of  Treatments  carried  out  in  Tip  areas 


8 


Number  of  Treatments  on  Tip 


11 


Farms 


Visited 

No.  of  Infestations 


28 


48 

10 


S tables 

Visited  10 

No.  of  Infestations  2 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  0 

Piggeries 

Visited  24 

No.  of  Infestations  3 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  0 

Poultry  Keepers 

Poultry  Keepers  (known)  and  visited  104 

No.  of  Infestations  7 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  1 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  (continued) 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 
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FACTORIES 


The  principal  control  over  factory  conditions  is  the  H.M.  Factory 
Inspectorate  and  by  co-operation  they  inform  us  of  anything 
outstanding  and  we  reciprocate  in  respect  of  food  factories,  which 
primarily  are  our  concern. 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  and  any  defects  noted  are  generally 
given  immediate  attention  by  managements. 

The  number  of  outworkers  in  the  borough 2 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Regular  routine  inspections  of  all  the  various  commodities  is 
undertaken  during  routine  visits  of  food  premises.  Specific  in- 
spection is  frequently  undertaken  on  the  request  of  managements. 

Registered  Premises  (Sec.  16  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955): 


1. 

Cooked  meats  manufacturer  

10 

2. 

Sausage  manufactuer  

13 

3. 

Ice  Cream:  (a)  Manufacturer  

5 

Sale  and/or  Storage 

91 

Food  Premises: 


Bakehouses  and  Food  preparing  premises 

17 

103 

4 

Fried  Fish  Shops  

10 

39 

1 

Butchers’  shops  

27 

76 

10 

General  Food  Premises  

64 

182 

22 

Ice  Cream  Premises  

91 

63 

2 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc 

49 

126 

14 

Dairies  

2 

5 

0 

Canteen,  Nursing  Homes,  Hospital  Kit- 
chens and  School  Canteens  

39 

99 

2 

Licensed  Premises  

37 

52 

15 

Wet  Fish  shops  

9 

13 

0 

Greengrocer  

24 

27 

0 

Confectionery  

17 

49 

4 
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UNSOUND  FOODSTUFFS 


A large  quantity  of  meat,  fish  and  other  foodstuffs,  was  inspected 
on  request  of  wholesalers  and  retailers  in  the  town  and  the  details 
of  that  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year  are  listed  below. 

Surrender  enables  the  owner  of  the  foodstuffs  to  obtain  credit 
or  replacement  on  the  production  of  a certificate  issued  by  this 
Department.  This  system  works  exceedingly  well,  and  when  in 
any  doubt  the  traders  do  call  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for 
expert  advice,  they  are  ensuring  that  any  doubtful  commodity  is  not 
offered  to  the  public  for  human  consumption. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  FROM  SHOPS 
CONDEMNED  FOODS 


Tinned  Meat  

471  4/ 161b. 

Fresh  Meat  

23  9/ 1 61b. 

Frozen  Meat  

9 12/ 161b. 

Frozen  Vegetables  and  Fruit 

18  4/ 161b. 

Tinned  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

548  11/ 161b. 

Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

1081b. 

Tinned  Fish  

601b. 

Fresh  Fish  

117  8/ 161b. 

Frozen  Fish  

391b. 

Miscellaneous  

1181b. 

LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION)  REGULATIONS  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  borough. 

POULTRY  PREMISES 

There  are  two  poultry  slaughtering  and  dressing  plants  in  the 
district.  One  is  in  full  time  operation  and  has  a heavy  throughput 
for  its  size,  distributing  poultry  for  retail  sale  along  the  North 
Wales  coast. 

The  second  one  only  operates  on  a small  scale  and  is  primarily 
intended  to  supplement  the  main  depot  outside  of  the  district. 

Both  are  very  satisfactory  and  the  managements  co-operate  well 
with  the  inspectorate  over  slaughtering  and  cleanliness,  etc. 
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The  larger  establishment  mainly  deals  with  broilers,  and  subject 
to  demand,  capons,  ducks  and  turkeys.  They  are  invariably 
young  birds  of  excellent  quality  and  the  management  are  very 
selective  in  their  buying  of  livestock. 

The  smaller  establishment  puts  through  a few  broilers,  but  also 
caters  for  local  residents  bringing  boiling  fowl  for  slaughter  and 
dressing.  Turkeys  are  also  dressed  at  the  height  of  the  poultry 
season. 

No  unfit  birds  have  been  seen  on  regular  inspections  at  the 
premises,  and  no  unfit  birds  have  been  reported  by  the  managements, 
who  are,  together  with  any  staff  employed,  conversant  with  all  the 
relevant  information  about  doubtful  birds. 

I should  like  to  arrange  100  per  cent,  inspection  at  both  premises 
but  this  has  not  been  possible  within  the  present  trading  circum- 
stances. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Still  more  complaints  were  received  about  foreign  matter  in 
foodstuffs  and  about  food  commodities  being  “out  of  condition” 
during  the  year. 

The  public  are  now,  no  doubt,  more  discerning  and  conscious 
of  the  lack  of  personal  services  and  are  turning  more  and  more  to 
the  public  health  inspector  for  aid. 

Each  incident  was  fully  investigated  here  and  if  the  commodity 
was  produced  elsewhere,  by  my  opposite  number  in  that  district, 
before  a decision  was  reached  as  to  what  action  should  be  taken. 
No  prosecutions  were  taken  but  in  many  instances  where  a fault 
was  established,  a severe  censure  was  given  and  a warning  that  any 
recurrence  would  lead  to  an  immediate  prosecution. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  as  a result  of  the  investigation,  faults 
in  methods  of  production  or  distribution  have  been  immediately 
remedied  and  new  systems  introduced  after  consultation  with  us. 
It  is  fair  to  say  that  the  vast  majority  of  manufacturers  of  foodstuffs 
are  most  concerned  and  are  most  co-operative  in  their  efforts  to 
present  food  in  the  best  possible  way  and  under  as  satisfactory 
conditions  as  possible. 

There  is  a lack  of  understanding  of  the  principles  of  stock  rotation 
and  storage  of  many  commodities  in  the  retail  trades  and  every 
effort  is  made  to  teach  the  staffs  of  these  premises  the  need  for 
careful  attention  at  all  times. 
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ICE  CREAM 


There  are  now  only  four  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  — two  using 
a complete  cold  mix  proprietary  brand  and  two  making  up  soft 
ice  cream.  The  remainder  all  retail  pre-packed  ice  cream. 

Samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Conway: 


Provisional  Grades 
12  3 4 


149  Samples  99  28  15  7 


The  results  of  any  laboratory  examination  are  sent  to  both  the 
retailer  and  manufacturer  and  any  unsatisfactory  samples  are 
immediately  investigated. 

Recommendations  are  made  to  improve  methods  of  handling, 
sterilisation  of  equipment,  etc. 

It  is  significant  that  all  the  poor  results  are  obtained  from  ice 
cream  which  is  to  be  sold  to  the  customer  by  a server  and  in  the 
near  future  it  is  hoped  that  a list  of  approved  sterilising  agents 
will  have  been  made  so  that  these  can  be  insisted  upon  in  ensuring 
sterile  equipment,  especially  the  server. 

FOOD  TRANSPORT 

New  regulations  should  have  come  into  operation  during  the 
year  but  before  they  became  operational  they  were  amended  and 
will  operate  from  the  beginning  of  next  year.  Letters  have  been 
sent  out  to  all  the  retail  food  traders  in  the  borough  drawing  their 
attention  to  the  requirements  in  respect  of  facilities  required  for 
visiting  wholesale  delivery  personnel,  facilities  required  on  door 
to  door  sales  vehicles  they  may  operate,  and  requirements  in  respect 
of  after  sales  delivery,  etc. 


VEHICLES 


No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 

Contraventions 

Wholesale/Retail 

17 

— 

Mobile  Shops 

15 

— 

Meat  Transport 

21 

2 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 


One  multiple  company  has  now  taken  over  all  the  distribution 
and  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  borough,  except  the  few  producer 
retailers  who  continue  to  operate  independently.  The  number 
of  supplies  of  untreated  farm  bottled  milk  has  still  further  reduced, 
although  there  are  now  a number  of  farmers  bottling  their  own 
milk  for  sale  to  campers  using  the  farms  for  holidays. 

Unfortunately,  unlike  the  eradication  of  tubercular  reactor 
cattle  there  is  no  similar  scheme  for  the  eradication  of  brucellosis 
affected  cattle  and  there  is  therefore  a definite  health  hazard  still 
existing  with  untreated  milk  supplies. 


Examinations: 


Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Total 

Pasteurised 

19 

3 

22 

Untreated 

20 

4 

24 

Sterilised  

7 

— 

7 

ABATTOIR  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  continued  use  of  the  Abattoir  for  the  slaughter  of  meat  for 
the  borough  now  seems  certain  under  the  control  of  a private 
company,  Fatstock  & Carcass  (N.  Wales)  Ltd.,  who  have  leased 
the  premises  from  the  Council  for  twenty-one  years. 

I understand  that  the  present  wholesale  company  have  in  turn 
now  concluded  a new  agreement  with  this  company  to  continue 
their  activities  on  the  premises.  Further,  that  the  wholesalers, 
F.M.C.  (Meat)  Ltd.,  will  be  providing  in  the  near  future  chill  rooms 
and  refrigeration  units  which  should  prove  most  beneficial  to  all 
users  of  the  abattoir. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  the  foreseeable  future  chilling  machinery  will 
be  installed  in  the  existing  hanging  room  which  would  stop  weekend 
slaughtering  and  allow  for  a nomal  five  day  week  to  operate. 

100  per  cent,  meat  inspection  was  maintained  although  this  again 
entailed  considerable  overtime  work  for  the  inspectorate  in  the 
evenings  and  at  weekends  for  which  we  are  not  recompensed.  This 
position  was  aggravated  by  the  loss  of  Mr.  Closs-Parry’s  services 
from  August. 


37 


Co-operation  between  the  local  butchers,  the  new  company 
and  the  wholesaler  and  with  all  the  various  traders  using  the  prem- 
ises has  remained  very  good  during  a difficult  transitional  period. 
Cystericercus  Bovis. 

I have  to  report  that  during  the  year  there  was  a case  of  this 
parasite  located  in  a beast.  The  carcase  was  removed  and  kept  in 
deep  freeze  for  the  required  period. 

NUMBERS  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED 
AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR  DURING  1966 

No.  of  Animals  slaughtered  by  local  Butchers : 

Cattle  Calves  Sheeps  & Lambs  Pigs 

823  2 7472  338 


No.  of  Animals  slaughtered  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation: 

Cattle  Calves  Sheep  & Lambs  Pigs 


759 

0 

6813 

1679 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 

Cattle 

ex  Cows  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Sows 

Pigs 

No.  killed  

1582 

0 

2 

14285 

1 

2017 

No.  Inspected  

1582 

0 

2 

14285 

1 

2017 

All  diseases  except  T.B. : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

1 

0 

0 

19 

0 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

252 

0 

0 

127 

0 

78 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  

16.00 

0 

0 

1.02 

0 

4.26 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  con- 
condemned  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.54 
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UNSOUND  MEAT  FROM  ABATTOIR 


The  majority  of  carcases  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  received  as  casualty  animals. 

Beef : 

0 Cows  — Gen.  T.B J..  Nil 

0 Cows  — Other  Diseases  ' ......  Nil 

0 Oxen  — Gen.  T.B Nil 

2 Oxen  — Other  Diseases  955  lb. 

0 Part  Carcase  — L.T.B Nil 

1 1 Part  Carcases  — Other  Diseases  3321b. 

0 Lung,  Livers,  etc.  — L.T.B ( Nil 

298  Lungs,  Livers,  etc.  — Other  Diseases  36351b. 

Pork: 

7 Pigs  — Other  Diseases  5941b. 

0 Pigs  — Gen.  T.B.  Nil 

1 6 Part  Carcases  — L.T.B 1771b. 

9 Part  Carcases  — Other  Diseases  ' 531b. 

0 Plucks  and  Livers  — T.B . Nil 

34  Plucks  and  Livers  — Other  Diseases  ......  1 091b. 

Veal : 

0 Calves  — Gen.  T.B ...  Nil 

0 Calves  — Other  Diseases  Nil 

0 Part  Carcases  — L.T.B ......  Nil 

0 Part  Carcases  — Other  Diseases  Nil 

0 Plucks  — T.B Nil 

0 Plucks  — Other  Diseases  Nil 

Mutton  and  Lamb: 

1 9 Carcases  (emaciation,  etc.)  4841b. 

10  Part  Carcases  (bruises,  etc.)  911b. 

519  Heads,  Plucks,  Livers  ......  6331b. 

These  figures  include  meat/offal  condemned  as  unfit  due  to 
decomposition. 

All  this  unsound  meat  is  dyed  to  identify  it,  and  is  removed  as 
often  as  required  by  one  of  two  approved  dealers. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  hous- 

ing defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing 

Acts)  147 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(a)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  . 0 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  5 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  3 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  36 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  0 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  ren- 

dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notice: 

(/)  By  Owners  0 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  87 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice: 

(/)  By  Owners  0 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  Housing 

Act,  1957: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  0 
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(3)  Houses  scheduled,  schemes  for  upgrading 

accepted  7 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act, 

Act,  1957.  Closing  Orders  as  to  part  of  a building  3 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  rooms  have  been 
rendered  fit  0 

Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  1 26 

Number  of  houses  built  by  Corporation  . 26 

Number  of  flats  built  by  the  Corporation  112 

Number  of  Discretionary  Grants  issued  15 

Number  of  Standard  Grants  issued  6 

HOUSING 


The  problems  in  respect  of  housing  accommodation  can  be  divided 
into  a number  of  distinct  categories. 

1.  Unfit  property 

2.  Sub-standard  property 

3.  Houses  in  multiple  occupation 

4.  Basement  accommodation,  and 

5.  Rural  houses  and  associated  drainage  problems. 

In  respect  of  the  first  group  of  properties,  all  those  scheduled  as 
unfit  under  the  slum  clearance  programmes  have  been  dealt  with 
and  only  those  sub-standard  which  have  fallen  even  further  in 
standard  could  be  dealt  with  by  closing  or  demolition  procedure, 
excepting  properties  in  category  5. 

Over  half  the  known  sub-standard  houses  have  now  been  modern- 
ised to  a satisfactory  standard,  with  or  without  improvement  grant 
aid.  Every  encouragement  is  given  to  owners  to  take  advantage 
of  grants  but  the  rent  return  to  the  capital  outlay  is  still  inadequate. 
Unfortunately,  therefore,  it  is  not  until  these  houses  become  vacant 
and  invariably  sold  to  a new  owner- occupier  that  modernisation 
takes  place  and  is  sporadic  and  uncontrolled.  In  many  terraces 
it  would  be  impossible  to  declare  improvement  areas  as  few  still 
remain  tenanted,  nevertheless  every  effort  is  being  made  to  get 
owners  and  occupiers  to  undertake  improvement. 

With  regard  to  houses  in  multiple  occupation,  a survey  has  not 
yet  been  possible  to  ascertain  the  full  extent  of  the  problem,  but  it 
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is  patently  obvious  that  it  is  much  larger  than  at  first  thought.  So 
many  of  the  large  living  accommodations  above  shops  are  now  in 
multi-occupation  and  whole  roads  of  the  old  boarding  house  type 
are  now  similarly  split  up.  One  of  the  most  difficult  problems  is 
the  provision  of  adequate  facilities  to  comply  with  the  local  authority 
standards  due  to  the  lack  of  space  until  at  least  one  tenant  is  moved 
out,  and  this  generally  only  occurs  when  the  local  authority  offers 
them  accommodation  after  a period  on  the  waiting  list. 

The  second  serious  problem  is  that  whereas  every  encouragement 
was  made  to  owners  to  provide  self-contained  flats  and  to  take 
advantage  of  improvement  grants,  again  they  find  that  the  rent 
return  is  too  low  in  comparison  with  capital  outlay  but,  more 
important,  they  cannot  now  meet  the  building  regulation  require- 
ments in  respect  of  fire  resistant  materials  for  floors  in  the  taller 
buildings. 

There  are  few  basement  accommodations  occupied  in  the  borough 
and  those  that  are  fall  into  two  distinct  groups.  They  are  either 
very  satisfactory  with  full  facilities  or  they  are  simply  just  complying 
with  the  underground  rooms  regulations  and  have  the  minimum 
facility.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  get  owners  to  bring  them  up 
to  a satisfactory  standard,  but  unfortunately  with  little  success. 

Finally,  the  problem  of  the  rural  community  has  largely  been  due 
to  the  lack  of  adequate  drainage  facilities.  Now,  however,  the 
Council  have  resolved  that  every  encouragement  be  given  to  the 
owners  to  provide  septic  tank  drainage  and  for  the  complete  modern- 
isation of  otherwise  substantially  built  cottages  lacking  accepted 
facilities.  The  high  cost  of  the  provision  of  sewers  to  so  few 
properties  now  without  drainage  would  be  prohibitive  and  could 
not  be  pursued.  The  most  difficult  problem  is  the  siting  of  these 
tanks  for  terraces  and  there  is,  of  course,  the  vexed  question  of 
seeking  the  co-operation  of  the  respective  owners  to  achieve  the 
ultimate  scheme. 


No  enquiries  have  been  made  to  the  Department  this  year  either 
by  tenants  or  landlord.  With  fewer  rented  houses  each  year  it 
would  appear  that  those  generally  with  reasonable  facilities  are 
being  better  maintained  than  previously. 


Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  0 


RENT  ACT 


Applications  for  Certificates  

Number  issued  

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlord 
Applications  for  cancellations  of  certificates 


0 

0 


0 

0 
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CARAVANS  AND  CAMPING 

Total  number  of  visits  to  all  sites  and  camps  71 

Number  of  licensed  holiday  sites  12 

Number  of  licensed  residential  sites  0 

Number  of  licensed  tent  sites  ....  , — 

Number  of  certified  holiday  sites  for  exempted 

caravan  organisations  1 

Number  of  tent  sites  permitted  for  holiday  use  ....  5 

Total  number  of  caravans  and  chalets  181 

During  the  past  few  years  three  other  licensed  sites  have  worked 
down  and  no  longer  accommodate  caravans.  In  the  same  period 
three  owners  have  successfully  applied  for  either  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  caravans  on  the  existing  site  or  for  an  additional  site 
adjoining  the  existing  site. 

All  sites  are  well  conducted  and  work  is  well  in  hand  on  the  sites 
more  recently  approved  of  to  comply  with  the  conditions  attached 
to  the  site  licence.  There  is  very  little  sub-letting  now  taking  place 
on  any  caravan  site,  only  on  the  licensed  chalet  site  is  this  occurring 
and  even  there  it  is  now  being  discouraged. 

There  are  no  permanent  sites  for  gipsies  or  itinerants  and  it  is 
some  years  since  any  visited  the  borough. 

The  permitted  short  term  use  of  unlicensed  farm  land  accom- 
modating caravans  has  required  a great  deal  of  time  having  been 
spent  in  ascertaining  that  the  permitted  number  and  time  allowed 
is  not  exceeded.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a very  real  demand 
for  sites  to  accommodate  touring  caravans  alongside  the  main 
road  approaches  to  the  borough.  There  are  owners  who  would 
be  willing  to  provide  sites  with  reasonable  facilities  for  these  cara- 
vans for  one  or  two  night’s  stay  and  this  would  stop  them  from 
being  located  on  roadside  verges,  in  lay-byes  and  on  other  unfenced 
land. 

Obviously  the  licensed  site  operator  cannot  permit  them  on  his 
site  and  it  is  very  puzzling  to  the  owner  of  a touring  caravan  to  be 
refused  a night’s  stay  on  a farm  on  which  there  are  already  up  to 
three  caravans. 

. Tented  camps  used  by  organised  parties  are  very  well  conducted 
and  create  no  problems.  However,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
existing  legislation  is  totally  inadequate  in  respect  of  other  tent 
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sites  and  it  ought  to  be  amended  to  be  similar  to  that  for  caravan 
sites. 

Many  complaints  are  received  about  tent  sites  and  in  the  main 
refer  to  the  amenity  and  noise  aspects  over  which  there  is  very  little 
control. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

There  are  no  schemes  for  smoke  control  in  the  borough  and 
although  it  is  not  recognised  by  many,  there  is  a very  real  health 
hazard  due  to  the  enormous  amount  of  domestic  smoke  from 
uncontrolled  fires  polluting  the  atmosphere.  This  is  only  being 
reduced  by  conversions  of  property  into  flats,  when  it  is  recognised 
that  to  elminate  solid  fuel  fires,  eliminates  the  carrying  of  fuel 
from  outside  stores  upstairs  and  the  carrying  down  to  the  disposal 
point  of  ashes,  etc.;  thus  gas  and  electric  appliances  are  going  in 
and  these  are  helping  to  reduce  the  pollution  in  the  atmosphere. 
Until,  however,  an  area  by  area  smoke  control  policy  is  established,, 
the  problem  will  probably  still  remain  after  many  industrial  towns 
have  cleansed  their  atmosphere.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
human  can  live  weeks  without  food,  days  without  water,  but  only 
minutes  without  air!  — and  there  are  exact  controls  for  food  and 
water  imposed  nationally  but  control  only  locally  — if  any  — over 
air. 

There  are  now  no  commercial  boilers  in  the  Borough  burning 
solid  fuel,  they  are  all  oil-fired  and  are  operated  without  causing 
any  nuisance. 

PUBLIC  PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

All  places  of  entertainment  requiring  Singing,  Dancing  and 
Music  licences  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  63  visits  were 
made  and  only  a few  minor  faults  were  found  which  were  immed- 
iately remedied. 

Only  two  complaints  were  received  and  these  were  quickly 
attended  to.  In  two  instances  it  was  recommended  that  the  sanitary 
accommodation  be  increased  and  it  is  expected  that  plans  will  be 
submitted  early  next  year  for  approval. 

SHOPS  ACT 

As  the  survey  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act  covered  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  all  shops  employing  persons 
no  specific  visits  were  made  during  the  year  and  no  complaints  were 
received.  A survey  is  scheduled  of  all  shops  to  ascertain  the 
standards  and  to  try  as  far  as  possible  to  get  the  employed  person 
to  accept  the  same  standard  as  for  registered  premises. 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1961 


There  are  three  persons  licensed  under  this  Act  in  the  Borough. 
Conditions  restricting  the  number  and  type  of  birds  and  fishes  to  be 
kept  are  attached  to  the  licences.  The  premises  are  inspected 
regularly  and  conditions  are  invariably  found  satisfactory. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

There  are  two  private  swimming  pools  in  the  borough  and  the 
one,  now  municipally  owned,  public  pool  and  one  children’s  paddl- 
ing pool.  The  two  private  pools  were  both  satisfactorily  maintained 
and  the  water  properly  filtered  and  sterilised. 

The  public  pool  has,  however,  caused  much  concern  and  as  soon 
as  it  is  closed  at  the  end  of  the  season  major  work  was  put  in  hand 
to  bring  it  up  to  a reasonable  standard.  Only  by  extraordinary 
efforts  have  the  staff  been  able  to  maintain  a reasonable  standard 
for  the  water  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  undertaken  on  the 
plant  will  reduce  this  burden  to  more  realistic  proportions. 

The  paddling  pool  which  is  immensely  popular  is,  unfortunately, 
also  very  vulnerable  to  vandals  who  have  caused  more  trouble 
than  the  lack  of  a water  purification  system. 

The  former  is  no  easy  problem  to  resolve  and  the  latter  will  be 
provided  before  the  commencement  of  the  next  season  and  should 
ensure  a satisfactory  water. 

Sampling: 

Swimming  Pools  18  total  15  Sat.  4 Unsat. 

Paddling  Pool  13  total  4 Sat.  9 Unsat. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 

Only  three  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  One  was 
quickly  resolved  with  the  co-operation  of  the  management  of  the 
company  concerned,  the  second  was  resolved  immediately  in 
respect  of  an  animal  noise.  The  third  was  never  established  after 
many  patient  hours  of  observation.  The  management  of  the 
company  considered  possible  causes  due  to  possible  overloading 
of  machinery,  or  the  wrong  type  of  foundation,  but  found  no 
reason  for  the  complaint.  Since  our  representations  no  further 
complaint  has  been  received. 

Many  enquiries  are  made  about  noise,  especially  about  dogs 
and  cats  causing  a nuisance  at  night,  but  none  of  the  enquiries  have 
become  complaints  to  investigate. 


45 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 


There  are  five  licensed  establishments  in  the  borough,  all  of 
which  are  very  well  conducted.  No  complaints  have  been  received 
about  them  when  it  was  thought  that  neighbours  may  have  grounds 
for  complaint  about  noise,  especially  from  dogs  barking. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

All  registered  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  a 
number  not  registered  were  located  and  brought  into  line.  The 
majority  were  also  revisited  during  the  year  and  much  of  the  work 
necessary  to  comply  with  the  Act  and  regulations  was  attended 
to  reasonably  quickly  by  managements. 

Unfortunately,  with  Mr.  Closs-Parry  having  left  the  department, 
the  survey  on  lighting  standards  could  not  be  continued  during  the 
winter  months  and  it  is  not  therefore  known  whether  the  standards 
recommended  to  managements  during  the  previous  winter  were 
fully  implemented,  certainly  in  a number  of  instances  there  has 
been  a complete  replacement  of  fittings  and  a most  satisfactory 
standard  achieved. 
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REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


(1) 

Class  of  Premises 

(2) 

No.  of 
premises 
registered 
during 
the  year 

(3) 

Total 
No.  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end 
of  year 

(4) 

No.  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
a general 
inspection 
during 
! the  year 

Offices  

13 

211 

186 

Retail  Shops  

7 

272 

219 

Wholesale  shops,  Warehouses 

2 

35 

35 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens  

2 

33 

33 

Fuel  Storage  depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS 

EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


(1) 

Class  of  Workplace 

(2) 

No.  of 
persons 
employed 

Offices  

1192 

Retail  shops  

1140 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  

245 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ) 
Canteens  ) 

393 

Fuel  storage  depots  

Nil 

Total  

2970 

Total  Males  

1406 

Total  Females  

1564 
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COST  STATEMENT  1966-67 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


A regular  weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  all  parts  of  the  borough 
has  been  practically  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  service,  as  previously,  was  undertaken  by  four  drivers  and 
twenty-one  loaders  who  are  added  to  in  the  holiday  season  by  one 
other  loader.  These  men  operate  three  Paxit  II  Dennis  18/24  cu.  yd. 
vehicles  and  one  Karrier  Blenheim  11/15  cu.  yd.  vehicle.  There 
is  also  a Paxit  II  18/24  cu.  yd.  vehicle  in  reserve. 

The  Karrier  Bantam  10  cu.  yd.  diesel  powered  vehicle  has  proved 
very  satisfactory,  both  as  a relief  vehicle  and  for  the  collection 
of  nightsoil. 

Unfortunately,  the  problem  of  getting  spare  parts  for  vehicles 
is  still  causing  serious  concern  as  it  is  obvious  that  local  distributors 
cannot  hold,  even  if  they  locate  them,  so  many  types  of  spare  parts. 
This  is  caused  by  new  designs  coming  on  to  the  market  which  are 
not  at  first  sight  apparently  any  different  from  the  previous  design, 
and  this  is  bedevilling  the  trade  as  a whole. 

The  result  of  such  long  waits  for  parts  means  that  servicing  is 
slower  and  at  times  can  lead  to  a number  of  vehicles  being  off  the 
road  together,  which  will  sooner  or  later  cause  extensive  and  expen- 
sive delays  in  the  collection  service. 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  at  least  once  a week  and  up  to  three 
times  by  a driver  and  two  men,  supplemented  in  the  season  by  an 
additional  loader  operating  on  a Karrier  Blenheim  11/15  cu.  yd. 
vehicle. 

All  Bank  Holidays  are  recovered,  except  Christmas,  which  is 
a most  difficult  time  due  to  the  loss  of  two  days  coupled  with  a vastly 
increased  out  put  everywhere.  The  men  are  paid  an  incentive  pay 
to  maintain  the  service  during  these  weeks  and  collection  is  thus 
maintained  on  a regular  day.  Although  somewhat  costly,  this  is 
accepted  as  an  essential  undertaking. 

From  this  year  the  staff  have  also  been  given  New  Year’s  day 
off  as  a holiday  and  this  will  add  to  the  problems  of  collection 
during  the  Christmas  period.  Every  endeavour  will  be  made  to 
give  a service  at  least  once  during  that  time  and  I must  ask  the 
householders  to  be  patient.  It  means  the  loss  of  three  working 
days  out  of  seven  and  this  cannot  by  any  stretch  of  imagination  be 
easily  overcome. 

An  additional  service  is  provided  on  request,  at  a small  charge, 
for  the  removal  of  all  extraordinary  rubbish.  The  driver  of  each 
vehicle  has  available  a form  which  the  householder  is  requested  to 
fill  in  and  this  is  then  passed  through  for  attention  by  my  Supervisor. 

The  storage  of  refuse  in  a disposable  container  is  cleaner,  more 
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hygienic,  noiseless  and  dustless  and  there  are  economic  savings  as 
the  labour  force,  which  is  becoming  more  difficult  to  recruit,  is 
considerably  reduced. 

The  paper  sack  system  has  been  introduced  into  the  new  Council 
estates  in  the  borough  and  the  extension  of  the  system  elsewhere 
has  now  been  agreed.  The  problem  of  the  sporadic  but  persistent 
attacks  on  the  sacks  by  animals  continues.  Mainly  these  are  dogs 
which  are  put  out  as  people  go  to  work  and  allowed  to  roam  and 
forage  quite  uncontrolled.  Suitable  cages  at  a realistic  price  to 
overcome  this  hazard  are  now  in  hand. 

Plastic  sacks  have  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  for  general  appli- 
cation but  are  ideal  for  use  in  restaurants  for  kitchen  waste  as  they 
are  not  affected  by  wet  rubbish. 

LLYSFAEN  SEWERAGE 

As  I reported  last  year  that  as  the  sewering  of  the  whole 
of  Llysfaen  was  obviously  too  great  an  economic  burden  the 
Council’s  policy  of  encouraging  the  owners  of  property  to  provide 
septic  tank  drainage  has  been  steadily  pursued  even  allowing  for 
the  financial  squeeze. 

Unfortunately  no  progress  can  be  made  with  draining  property 
on  the  eastern  fringe  as  the  neighbouring  authority  cannot  accept 
it  in  their  system  until  that  has  been  overhauled.  This  will  mean 
a standstill  for  quite  some  time. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  nightsoil  collection  can  be  withdrawn  for 
certain  areas  next  year  as  property  is  modernised  and  provided 
with  full  facilities. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  new  B85  International  Digloader  came  into  service  during 
the  year  end  and  has  proved  to  be  a most  useful  machine  for  tip 
work.  It  is  now  patently  obvious  that  within  a short  time,  certainly 
less  than  twelve  months,  the  present  tip  will  be  full  and  alternative 
sites  must  be  secured.  Negotiations  are  well  in  hand  with  the 
estates  controlling  the  adjoining  land  and  it  but  remains  for  planning 
approval  to  be  given. 

The  second  area  of  tip  work  was  generally  levelled  and  grassed 
prior  to  final  levelling,  ploughing,  stone  lifting  and  sowing  with 
a permanent  grass  pasture. 

Minor  fires  are  still  prevalent  due  to  trespassers  and  also  due  to 
householders  placing  glowing  ashes  in  their  storage  container 
immediately  prior  to  collection.  This  is  a very  bad  practice  and 
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is  a cause  for  concern  as  the  vehicle  could  be  damaged,  staff  could 
be  hurt,  the  machine  spoiled  on  the  tip  and  it  is  costly  on  fire  fighting 
materials. 


SALVAGE 


The  tonnage  of  salvage  continues  to  fall  away.  It  was  hoped 
that  the  public  would  have  responded  when  the  restrictions  were 
lifted  but  unfortunately  this  has  not  been  the  case. 

The  Brierley  and  Kershaw  twin  screw  fixed  box  baling  press 
continues  to  successfully  cope  with  the  demand  and  the  machine 
is  supplemented  by  the  now  old  Milldale  Electric  Single  Screw 
Baling  Press  especially  for  the  baling  of  newsprint. 

Two  operatives  work  in  the  depot  unloading  trailers,  sorting  out 
the  various  grades  of  paper,  baling  this  and  loading  it  onto  the 
road  transport.  The  loading  is  undertaken  with  a Dextra  tractor 
fitted  with  modified  bucket. 


I must  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support  I received  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  Councillor  Mrs.  D.  B. 
Jones,  and  from  all  the  members  of  the  Committee. 

I also  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Peach,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  to  all  fellow  officials  in  all  the  Departments  of  the  Council, 
to  Mr.  Griffith,  Mr.  Closs-Parry  and  Mr.  Squire,  my  respective 
colleagues,  and  to  all  the  members  of  the  indoor  and  outdoor  staff, 
for  their  support  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Madam  Chairman  and  Members, 


Total  Salvage  collected  from 
1st  April,  1966,  to  31st  March,  1967 


Waste  Paper 
Rags,  etc. 


tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
....  352  14  3 — 

....  — 6 2 — 


£ 5’.  d. 

3417  19  8 
3 5 0 


3421  4 8 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
M.  PATTINSON, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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METEOROLIGICAL  OBSERVATIONS, 
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Borough  Treasurer’s  Department  D,  SHORE,  Observer 

Civic  Centre,  Colwyn  Bay 
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